[image: image1.png]





AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS

Department of Agricultural Economics & Rural 

Development






COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

	Title:
	Introduction to Agricultural Economy & Development
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	X

	ECTU credits:
	2
	Elective   
	

	Course Code:
	
	Semester #    
	2

	
	
	Autumn Term
	

	Lecturer:
	DIMITRIS I. DAMIANOS
	Spring Term
	X


	Prerequisites 
	
	Course Code

	1. None
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	


	COURSE GOALS

	The course emphasizes on the definition and description of the major characteristics of the agricultural sector and the agro – food chain (long run prospects of supply and demand, land use, structural characteristics, employment, productivity, international trade, means of production, income, etc.). Specific reference is made on current developments and prospects of the agricultural sector in the beginning of the 21st century as well as on the cumulative impact of pressures and events such as the new trends in consumption, agriculture and the environment, technological innovation, globalization, trade liberalization and competition, industrial organization and market structures. Issues concerning rural development and public policy are also examined.

	


COURSE CONTENTS
	
	
	Total Hrs

	1.
	Agricultural and Rural Development in the 21st Century: Lessons from the past 
	
	6

	2.
	The Future of Food. Long – term Prospects for the Agro - food Sector
	
	6

	3.
	Major uncertainties and risks affecting long term food supply and demand
	
	6

	4.
	The impact of technology on the agro food sector
	
	4

	5.
	European Agriculture and the Common Agricultural Policy 
	
	4


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	
	
	
	Written exam
	70%

	Seminar
	
	
	
	Orals
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	10
	
	
	Personal assignments
	30%

	 Laboratory
	0
	
	
	Group assignments
	

	TOTAL Hours:
	16
	
	
	ΣΥΝΟΛΟ / TOTAL:
	100%


	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	OECD, “The Future of Food. Long – term Prospects for the Agro - food Sector”, OECD, Paris, 1998

	
	European Commission, “Background Note: Greece”, Directorate General for Agriculture and Rural Development, 20 November 2007

	
	

	NOTES
	The course is usually taught with personal collaboration with the lecturer. 

	
	All course material, assignments and examinations are in English.


Iera Odos 75, Botanicos, 118 55 Athens, GR.
  ERASMUS Contact Person: Peter Soldatos, p.soldatos@aua.gr 




AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS

Department of Agricultural Economics & Rural Development






COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

	Title:
	Agricultural Investment Appraisal
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	X

	ECTU credits:
	6
	Elective   
	

	Course Code:
	
	Semester #    
	7

	
	
	Autumn Term 
	X

	Lecturer:
	Peter SOLDATOS
	Spring Term
	


	Prerequisites 
	
	Course Code

	1. Mathematics of Finance
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	


	COURSE GOALS

	To teach how to evaluate projects and corporate capital budgeting decisions based on DCF’s.

	

	

	


COURSE CONTENTS
	
	
	Total Hrs

	1.
	Time value of money
	
	3

	2.
	Theoretical background
	
	6

	3.
	Investment Criteria
	
	5

	4.
	Annual Equivalent Value
	
	3

	5.
	Economic Value Added and Company Valuation
	
	6

	6.
	Optimal Replacement Timing
	
	3

	7.
	The cost of Capital
	
	3

	8.
	Risk and inflation
	
	3

	9.
	
	
	


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	
	
	
	Written exam
	75%

	Seminar
	
	
	
	Orals
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	12
	
	
	Personal assignments
	25%

	 Laboratory
	4
	
	
	Group assignments
	

	TOTAL Hours:
	16
	
	
	ΣΥΝΟΛΟ / TOTAL:
	100%


	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	Advanced Capital Budgeting: Refinements in the Economic Analysis of Investment Projects, Harold Bierman, Jr., and Seymour Smidt, Routledge, 2006 

	
	Capital Budgeting: Theory and Practice, Pamela P. Peterson, Frank J. Fabozzi, 2004, Wiley

	
	

	
	

	
	

	NOTES
	The course is usually taught with personal collaboration with the lecturer. The student

	
	All course material, assignments and examinations are in English.

	
	

	
	


Iera Odos 75, Botanicos, 118 55 Athens, GR.
            

        ERASMUS Contact Person: Peter Soldatos, p.soldatos@aua.gr 




AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS

Department of Agricultural Economics & Rural 

Development






COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

	Title:
	Agricultural Policy
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	X

	ECTU credits:
	4
	Elective   
	

	Course Code:
	
	Semester #    
	8

	
	
	Autumn Term
	

	Lecturer:
	DIMITRIS I. DAMIANOS
	Spring Term
	X


	Prerequisites 
	
	Course Code

	1. None
	
	

	COURSE GOALS

	Emphasis is placed on agricultural policy measures that have been implemented by the European Union in its effort to achieve stated goals in the context of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) such as the improvement of the well being of the rural population as well as the stabilization of prices and markets. All the dynamic elements of the CAP and its evolution since the early stages of its existence are defined and analyzed. All recent developments since the last radical reform of 2003/2004 are pointed out and discussed. The nature and details of the Common Market Organization (CMO) of the major agricultural products is explained and elaborated upon. The discussion extends to include the evolution of the common socio-structural policy for agriculture and rural areas as well as the policy for rural development.

	


COURSE CONTENTS
	
	
	Total Hrs

	1.
	Introduction. History and justification of The CAP 
	
	6

	2.
	The situation in European agriculture. Common Organization of the Markets
	
	6

	3.
	European Institutions
	
	6

	4.
	The World Trade Organization and Multilateral Trade Agreements
	
	6

	5.
	Rural Development in the European Union
	
	6

	6.
	Agricultural Support
	
	6

	7.
	The single farm payment scheme
	
	4

	8.
	Pressures for Change in policy
	
	6

	9.
	Implications for Agricultural Policy Reform
	
	6


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	
	
	
	Written exam
	70%

	Seminar
	
	
	
	Orals
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	10
	
	
	Personal assignments
	30%

	 Laboratory
	0
	
	
	Group assignments
	

	TOTAL Hours:
	10
	
	
	ΣΥΝΟΛΟ / TOTAL:
	100%


	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	Rosemary Fennel, “The Common Agricultural Policy of the European Community”, 

	
	The European Union Common Agricultural Policy. Pressures for Change, USDA

	
	“Rural Development in the European Union”, European Commission
“New Perspectives for E.U. Rural Development”, Fact Sheet, European Commission, 
“Agricultural Support”, Policy Brief, OECD

“Implications for Agricultural Policy Reform”, Blandford & Hill

“Analysis of the 2003 CAP Reform, OECD, 2003

Additional supplementary reading

	
	

	NOTES
	The course is usually taught with personal collaboration with the lecturer. 

	
	All course material, assignments and examinations are in English.


Iera Odos 75, Botanicos, 118 55 Athens, GR.
  ERASMUS Contact Person: Peter Soldatos, p.soldatos@aua.gr 
AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS

Department of Agricultural Economics & Rural Development



COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

	Title:
	Economic Analysis of Agricultural Policy
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	X

	ECTU credits:
	5
	Elective   
	

	Course Code:
	
	Semester #    
	9

	
	
	Autumn Term
	X

	Lecturer:
	Prof Dimitris I. DAMIANOS and Pavlos SPATHIS 
	Spring Term
	

	Prerequisites 
	
	Course Code

	1. Microeconomics
	
	

	2. 
	
	


	COURSE GOALS

	This course presents the framework justifying the necessity of agricultural policy making and specifies the particularities of the agricultural sector that provide reasons for state intervention. It develops the theory of social welfare and its application on the assessment of alternative public policies. It evaluates the main measures of intervention by making use of the partial equilibrium method of analysis and according to the criteria of economic effectiveness and income redistribution. Special emphasis is given to the multifunctional role of agriculture. In addition, the course examines the problem of selecting policies, programs and investment plans in agriculture based on the net social benefit criterion and by making use of socioeconomic cost-benefit analysis. 

	


COURSE CONTENTS
	
	
	Total Hrs

	1.
	Economic Foundations of Policy
	
	7

	2.
	Allocation of Limited Resources
	
	7

	3.
	Agricultural Policy, Agribusiness and Rent
	
	7

	4.
	Welfare Economics Consumer & Producer surplus
	
	9

	5.
	Regulation of Agriculture: Food Quality and Safety
	
	7

	6.
	Industrial Change in  the Processed Food Sector
	
	7

	7.
	The Future of Agricultural Production Structures
	
	7

	8.
	Future of Agriculture and Food Policy
	
	7

	9.
	Long – term Policy Issues and Challenges for Agro – food
	
	7


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	
	
	
	Written exam
	70%

	Seminar
	
	
	
	Orals
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	10
	
	
	Personal assignments
	30%

	 Laboratory
	0
	
	
	Group assignments
	

	TOTAL Hours:
	10
	
	
	ΣΥΝΟΛΟ / TOTAL:
	100%


	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	Ronald D. Knutson, J. B. Penn, Barry L. Flinchbaugh, “Agricultural and Food Policy”, Fifth Edition, Pearson – Prentice Hall, 2004


	
	Andrew Schmitz, Harley Furtan and Katherine Baylis, “Agricultural Policy, Agribusiness, and Rent Seeking Behaviour”, University of Toronto Press, 2001 

	
	OECD, “The Future of Food. Long – term Prospects for the Agro - food Sector”, OECD, Paris, 1998

	
	

	
	

	NOTES
	The course is usually taught with personal collaboration with the lecturer. 

	
	All course material, assignments and examinations are in English.


Iera Odos 75, Botanicos, 118 55 Athens, GR.
  ERASMUS Contact Person: Peter Soldatos, p.soldatos@aua.gr 



AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS

Department of Agricultural Economics & Rural Development






COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

	Title:
	Environmental & Natural Resource  Economics
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	

	ECTU credits:
	4
	Elective   
	X

	Course Code:
	810
	Semester #    
	7

	
	
	Autumn Term
	X

	Lecturer:
	Athanasios Kampas
	Spring Term
	


	Prerequisites 
	
	Course Code

	1. Micro-economics
	
	

	2. Agricultural Policy
	
	

	 
	
	


	COURSE GOALS

	The course’s objective is twofold, First, to teach how environmental policy is assessed and to address the issue of instrument choice (policy measures for environmental protection; and second, to introduce the issue of rational resource management.

	


COURSE CONTENTS
	
	
	Total Hrs

	1.
	The concept of externality
	
	3

	2.
	Government intervention and policy objectives 
	
	6

	3.
	Optimum level of environmental protection
	
	5

	4.
	First best policy measures for environmental protection
	
	6

	5.
	Second best policy measures for environmental protection
	
	6

	6.
	Introduction to environmental valuation
	
	6

	7.
	Measuring Resource scarcity
	
	3

	8.
	Economic interpretation of sustainable development
	
	3

	9.
	
	
	


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	
	
	
	Written exam
	50%

	Seminar
	
	
	
	Orals
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	16
	
	
	Personal assignments
	50%

	 Laboratory
	
	
	
	Group assignments
	

	TOTAL Hours:
	16
	
	
	ΣΥΝΟΛΟ / TOTAL:
	100%


	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	Hanley N., Shogren J. and White B. 1997. Environmental Economics: In Theory and Practice. MacMillan, London

	
	Perman R., Ma Y. and McGilvrav J. 1997. Natural Resource and Environmental Economics. Longman, Harlow.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	NOTES
	The course is usually taught with personal collaboration with the lecturer. 

	
	All course material, assignments and examinations are in English.

	
	

	
	


Iera Odos 75, Botanicos, 118 55 Athens, GR.
            

        ERASMUS Contact Person: Peter Soldatos, p.soldatos@aua.gr 




AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS

Department of Agricultural Economics & Rural Development






COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

	Title:
	Intermediate Microeconomics
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	X

	ECTU credits:
	5
	Elective   
	

	Course Code:
	
	Semester #    
	3

	
	
	Autumn Term
	X

	Lecturer:
	Panagiotis Lazaridis
	Spring Term
	


	Prerequisites 
	
	Course Code

	1. Introduction to Microeconomics
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	


	COURSE GOALS

	Decision making process of individuals, households and firms and how these decisions interact to form the prices of goods and services and the factors of production.

	

	

	


COURSE CONTENTS
	
	
	Total Hrs

	1.
	The Demand-Supply model
	
	6

	2.
	The Theory of Consumer Behavior 
	
	12

	3.
	The theory of Production and cost
	
	6

	4.
	Market Structure
	
	9

	5.
	
	
	

	6.
	
	
	

	7.
	
	
	

	8.
	
	
	

	9.
	
	
	


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	
	
	
	Written exam
	70%

	Seminar
	
	
	
	Orals
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	15
	
	
	Personal assignments
	30%

	 Laboratory
	
	
	
	Group assignments
	

	TOTAL Hours:
	15
	
	
	ΣΥΝΟΛΟ / TOTAL:
	100%


	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	“Intermediate Microeconomics: A modern Approach”, Hal R. Varian, W.W. Norton & Co.; 8th edition (2009)

	
	“Microeconomic Theory: Basic Principles and Extensions”, Walter Nicholson and Christopher M. Snyder, South-Western College Pub; 10th  edition (2007)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	NOTES
	The course is usually taught with personal collaboration with the lecturer. The student

	
	All course material, assignments and examinations are in English.

	
	

	
	


Iera Odos 75, Botanicos, 118 55 Athens, GR.
            

        ERASMUS Contact Person: Peter Soldatos, p.soldatos@aua.gr 



AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS

Department of Agricultural Economics & Rural Development





COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

	Title:
	Political Economy
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	X

	ECTU credits:
	5
	Elective   
	

	Course Code:
	
	Semester #    
	1

	
	
	Autumn Term
	X

	Lecturer:
	Pavlos Karanikolas
	Spring Term
	


	Prerequisites 
	
	Course Code

	1. 
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	


	COURSE GOALS

	To introduce students to economics, from a ‘pluralist’ point of view, i.e. teaching basic concepts of neoclassical theory as well as some alternative approaches.

	

	

	


COURSE CONTENTS
	
	
	Total Hrs

	1.
	Methodological issues. The economic revolution and the emergence of Economics. The emergence of market society. 
	
	3

	2.
	Classical Political Economy. The radical extension. The conservative response. Neoclassical economics. Modern Political Economy.   
	
	6

	3.
	Economic rationality. The main economic problem. Production possibility curve. Economic circuit and the functions of economic system. 
	
	5

	4.
	The market mechanism and its dynamics. Market imperfections. The economic role of the state. 
	
	6

	5.
	Demand. Elasticities. Supply. Equilibrium in Supply and Demand. 
	
	3

	6.
	Market Structures: Perfect Competition. Monopoly. Other forms of imperfect Competition.
	
	4

	7.
	Introduction to Macroeconomics.
	
	5

	8.
	The restructuring of the agrifood system.
	
	3

	9.
	Political Economy or Economics?
	
	3


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	
	
	
	Written exam
	80%

	Seminar
	
	
	
	Orals
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	
	
	
	Personal assignments
	20%

	 Laboratory
	
	
	
	Group assignments
	

	TOTAL Hours:
	
	
	
	 TOTAL:
	100%


	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	Sherman, H., Hunt Ε.Κ., Nesiba, R., O’Hara, Ph. and B. Wiens-Tuers (2008): ‘Economics: An Introduction to Traditional and Radical Views’, 7th Edition, M.E. Sharpe, New York. 

	
	Riddell, T., Shackelford, J. and St. Stamos (2007): Economics: A Tool for Critically Understanding Society, Addison Wesley, 8th Edition.

	
	

	NOTES
	The course is usually taught with personal collaboration with the lecturer. The student

	
	All course material, assignments and examinations are in English.

	
	


Iera Odos 75, Botanicos, 118 55 Athens, GR.
            

        ERASMUS Contact Person: Peter Soldatos, p.soldatos@aua.gr 




AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS

Department of Agricultural Economics & Rural Development






COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

	Title:
	Rural Sociology
	
	Check

	
	
	Compulsory
	

	ECTU credits:
	5
	Elective   
	X

	Course Code:
	
	Semester #    
	4

	
	
	Autumn Term
	

	Lecturer:
	Charalambos kasimis
	Spring Term
	X


	Prerequisites 
	
	Course Code

	1. 
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	


	COURSE GOALS

	To teach the characteristics of rural society and rural transformation  

	

	

	


COURSE CONTENTS
	
	
	Total Hrs

	1.
	Introduction to the subject of Rural Sociology
	
	6

	2.
	The history of Rural Sociology and new research directions 
	
	6

	3.
	Rural community, social groups and the process of social and economic transformation of the community.
	
	6

	4.
	Rural families and family farm agriculture.
	
	6

	5.
	Employment, pluriactivity and labour relations in rural areas.
	
	3

	6.
	Social change and social structure in rural areas.
	
	3

	7.
	Agriculture and the agrofood system.
	
	3

	8.
	Globalization, new rurality and the future of the countryside.
	
	3

	9.
	
	
	


	TEACHING METHOD
	EXAMINATION

	Hours
	
	Weight

	Class
	36
	
	
	Written exam
	100%

	Seminar
	
	
	
	Orals
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration with lecturer
	
	
	
	Personal assignments
	

	 Laboratory
	
	
	
	Group assignments
	

	TOTAL Hours:
	36
	
	
	ΣΥΝΟΛΟ / TOTAL:
	100%


	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	F. H. Buttel (2001), Some Reflections on Late Twentieth Century Agrarian Political Economy, Sociologia Ruralis, vol. 41, No 2, pp. 165-182 

	
	J.D. van der Ploeg (2008), The New Peasantries: struggles for autonomy and sustainability in an era of empire and globalization, Earthscan, London

	
	

	
	

	
	

	NOTES
	The course is usually taught with personal collaboration with the teacher.

	
	All course material, assignments and examinations are in English.

	
	

	
	


Iera Odos 75, Botanicos, 118 55 Athens, GR.
            

        ERASMUS Contact Person: Peter Soldatos, p.soldatos@aua.gr 

