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Karlstad University

S KARLSTA01


>>> "Erika Bergare" <erika.bergare@kau.se> 1.3.2012 15:16 >>>

Dear colleagues,

I hope that you are fine. We have a great mixture of winter and spring here and really enjoy the spring like sunny days we have once in a while.  I want to send you some updates and information about our university that might affect your students. 

ECTS-QUALITY LABEL

First of all we are pleased to inform you that we have once more have been awarded the ECTS-quality label, issued by the European Commission. In 2011, only twelve European institutions were awarded this label. We have worked hard during many years with improving our routines and offer necessary information and documents in English to make it easier for students to study here and to get the degrees validated in other countries with help of diploma supplement etc. The label certifies that we offer a high quality and follow the directives from the Commission. 

For European partners:

LEARNING AGREEMENT

One document that is very important for European students is the Learning Agreement as you know. A signed Learning Agreement ensures the students that the studies will be validated in the degree at the home university. The Commission require us to have this document signed in a special order to fully ensure that the student early will know that the studies will get recognized. We have had some problems fulfilling this since many partners just need to secure the signature and don´t need to have the dates in the specific order. We have also worked this way before as it is normally the most efficient way of working.  We must however kindly ask you to sign the Learning Agreement in following order because of the importance of the dates:

1. The students sign and add a date

2. You sign and add a date after the student

3. You or the student send the Learning Agreement to us so we can sign it before the semester starts. Now the student know before coming to us that the studies will be recognized back home and there is no need for changes in the courses because the home university does not approve to the courses. This has sometimes been a problem if a L.A isn´t arranged in advance and the home university doesn´t approve to the courses and changes might be impossible if all other courses are full. In the end the student might have a problem. But with a completed Learning Agreement before the semester starts this is avoided, at least because of that reason. The signed original will be sent back to you as soon as possible after we have received it.

If changes are made (which happens very often) the Learning Agreement for changes must be signed in the same order. Meaning the student fills in the document for changes, signs it and send it back to you. You sign and send back to us. First after this we are able to sign it when we know that you agree that the student take these courses. A confirmation by e-mail is not enough as the Commission will check that this is fulfilled regularly. (The student has first checked with us of course if the changes are ok, before sending it to you). We will send a signed copy back to you. We agree with many of the students who thinks this is a strange way of sending the documents but we have to follow the routines required by the Commission to ensure the quality for the students. 

A suggestion to make the paper administration a bit less would be that the students orally check with you first, what courses you agree on. The student apply for them and when he or she has received the Letter of Admission from us he fills in the Learning Agreement and sign it. It happens a lot that students apply for courses they don´t fulfill the prerequisites for and then a document for changes have to be made directly instead of having just the original Learning Agreement after waiting until the set of courses is decided and approved from all parts. This is of course only a suggestion but it would make it a bit easier.

For all partners:

GRADING SCALES

In 2009 the European Commission debolished the ECTS grading scale that many universities over Europe implemented many years ago to make it easier for the students to translate their grades. It seems to have been difficult to implement, used in different ways in different countries and therefore it did not make it easier to translate the grades as intended. The Commission has therefor replaced ECTS grades with ECTS Grading Table (EGT), which is a table presenting the distribution of the local grades. Please find further information in the enclosed document. Our Vice-Chancellor is strictly following the directives decided by the Commission and this means all students at the university, including the international students are awarded grades according to the national scale:

U=Fail

G= Pass

VG= Pass with distinction

We are unfortunately NOT able to offer grades according to any other scale and apologize for any inconvenience this may cause you. This has been discussed at highest level at the university and decided by the Vice-Chancellor but of course originally by the European Commission.

Best wishes from the International Office at Karlstad University,

Erika Bergare
International Student Coordinator
_______________________________________
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