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• Project in programe Horizon 2020

• RUR-15-2018-2019-2020 - Thematic networks compiling 
knowledge ready for practice

• Project type: CSA (Coordination and Support Action)

• GRANT AGREEMENT NUMBER 862850

• project duration: 36 months ( November 2019 – October 2022)

• € 1 999 302.50 overall budget (EU contribution 100%)

• RBIP Holovousy Ltd.   EU contribution € 63 812.50

• Coordinator NATURLAND (Germany), 15 participants, 11 countries

• Innovarum (Spain) – responsible for preparation of project 
proposal (1.5 % from approved budget)
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Aim of the project:
strengthen EU competitiveness in fruit organic production

Organic fruit growers must develop combination  strategies for plant health care
that include :

• selection of robust varieties

• appropriate fertilisation and plant protection strategies

• enhancement of functional biodiversity

• measures to reduce infestation levels 

of pests and diseases 

• direct control methods

Organic fruit growing in this context plays a pioneering role to introduce such 
strategies also in IPM (Integrated pest management).

2012 2018

10 047 896

13 438 168

EU-28 total organic agricultural

area 2012, 2018 (in ha)



Need of the organic 
fruit  sector:

network focused on organic fruit production that bridges the gap 
between science and practice - pome, stone and citrus fruit

Specific objectives of BIOFRUITNET are:

• Collect and synthesize existing knowledge ready

for practice 

• Create a stable European innovation network

• Strengthen established networks

• Widely distribute solutions

• Extend the Organic Farm Knowledge Platform



Working packages:
WP1: mapping exercise to find relevant networks at national level in partner countries and

beyond

WP2: compile all existing practical and scientific knowledge relevant to organic fruit farmers

WP3: selection the best practices

WP4: adapting and translating all best practices in an easy-to-understand format

WP5: disseminate the information through high impact channel



Meetings
• Kick of meeting– December 2019



Cooperation with partners:
• Kick of meeting – December 2019 in Germany

• Steering committee – Microsoft Teams - every month

• General Assembly 2020 - Microsoft Teams - October 2020

• Final meeting in Belgium 2022



Application and innovation
of BIOFRUITNET project:

Establishment of a new web site: 
• information for organic fruit growers in one place
• translation of information in European languages
• informative recommendations and solutions as (“practice abstracts”),

leaflets, guidelines and audio-visual material (photos, video clips, etc.)

• Broad utilization for farmers, researchers, advisers, NGOs, public authorities
in Member States, businesses, operational groups, focus groups, universities,
agriculture schools and other interested parties

• Impact of the project results to fast implementation the best practices and solution 
in organic fruit growing
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